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Consider Year-End Gifting to this Jewish Community Wish List! 

 

 

The Silver Academy has entered our 77th school year 
and we are looking forward to partnering with                
members of the community on two really wonderful 
things we have going on. 

The Silver Academy students will be entertaining the 
community in May with their performance of the     
musical, Honk Jr. We are looking for partners in the 
community to help underwrite the cost of licensing, 
costuming and sets.   

The Silver Academy is 
part of a consortium 
of smaller Jewish day 
schools participating 

in social justice programming involving the 6th-8th 
grades. Five years ago, The Alliance of Jewish Day 
Schools came together to discuss and advance           
programs at their schools, centering around a social 
justice theme. Students will spend a week in Alabama. 
While in Birmingham, they will visit the 16th Street 
Baptist Church, the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, 
Kelly Ingram Park, and Carver Theater to name a few. 
There will also be a trip to Selma to learn about the 
civil rights history there. In 7th grade, the students 
study Advocacy and American Justice. They focus on 
contemporary case studies and projects to highlight 
this learning course looking back at American history 
and reference where we have been and where we are 
going. Students will then spend 4 days in Washington 
D.C. visiting the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, the 
Holocaust Museum, the Frederick Douglass National 
Historical sight and other important historical areas. In 
8h grade, the curriculum culminates with a keystone 
trip to Israel where they take all of these lessons, and 
in partnership with the Jewish National Fund (JNF) and 
apply those historical lessons to offer their unique 
voice regarding a future for the land of Israel and its 
people. We are looking for community partners to 
help with funding for this important programming. 

For additional information please contact Kimberlea 
Konowitch at 717-238-8775. or via email at           
kkonowitch@silveracademypa.org. 

The Jewish Federation of Greater Harrisburg is 
seeking funding for two important programs: 
 

Rock Steady Boxing gives people afflicted with 
Parkinson’s disease hope by improving their 
quality of life through a non-contact boxing 
based fitness curriculum. Due to increases in 
participation, there is a need to buy additional 
equipment such as $300 for an additional 
punching bag.  
 

Support at any level allows for the purchase of 
equipment for a new activity called Urban           
Polling.  

PJ Library sends free, award-winning books that 
celebrate Jewish values and culture to families 
with children from birth through 12 years old. 
The Federation sponsors this program and pays 
$40 for every book for children under 8.5 years 
old in our region (approximately 400 children 
annually) and we provide programming to local 
families. Support at any level helps defray our 
costs. 
 

Contact Jenn Ross for additional information on 
these or any other programs that are of interest 
to you at 717-236-9555 (x3104) or via email at 
j.ross@jewishfedhbg.org. 

H A P P Y   H A N U K K A H! 



The Campus of the 
Jewish Home of 
Greater Harrisburg 
provides primarily 
living services to 

seniors in the Central Pennsylvania community. 
The safety and comfort of our staff and residents is 
top priority. Our wish list includes magazine        
subscriptions, craft supplies, Netflix subscriptions 
and DVD players. These items will increase the men-
tal wellbeing for residents who have had little         
personal and physical contact with family members 
during the peak of the pandemic. Your support will 
assure that our residents continue to receive the 
highest possible quality of care. For additional     
information on this or other wish list items, contact 
Ivy Buchan, Director of Development, 717-857-7432 
or via email  ivy@helixllc.org. 

One in 9 people in central Pennsylvania is facing food 
insecurity, including one in 6.5 children.  
 

In partnership with Lee Casher’s “Save the Bananas,” 
program, Jewish Family Service of Greater Harrisburg 
has expanded The Libby Urie Food Pantry to provide 
non-perishable food items and toiletries to over 25 
families and individuals in our community each week. 
 

As more people come 
to us for food, we are 
asking the community 
for donations of cans 
of tuna fish, peanut 
butter, jelly, pasta, 
rice and beans. You 
can also donate gift 
cards to Giant Foods 
to help supplement our Pantry for perishable food 
items such as bread, meat, poultry, eggs, cheese and 
milk. Most importantly, JFS needs volunteers to help 
with the food pantry to help pack and deliver meals 
for the Finkelstein – Cohen Kosher Meals on Wheels 
Program (KMOW). To volunteer, please call Steve 
Schauder, Executive Director at 717-233-1681. 

Historic B’nai Jacob Syna-
gogue in Middletown is on 
the National Register of         
Historic Places. Designed in 
1906 and constructed by its 
charter members, it is in 
need of significant repairs.  

HBJ would like to resolve 
ongoing basement floor deterioration problems 
which would require further investigation into the 
most economical solution to address the framing by 
either repairing the frame flooring or replacing the 
frame flooring with a new concrete slab. Evaluation, 
after subfloor demolition, construction documents 
and administration as proposed by their structural 
engineers, is estimated to be over $22,000. 

Contact Larry Kapenstein, Treasurer of Historic B’nai 
Jacob Synagogue, at 717-512-7135 or email him at 
lkap@comcast.net for assistance with this or other 
projects or programs at Historic B’nai Jacob. 

 

Kesher Israel Congregation is seeking to develop and 
expand their Jewish Education Program and Educational 
Infrastructure. KI’s plan is to survey individuals who are 
currently unaffiliated with any religious organization. The 
objective would be twofold:  engagement of individuals 
who may be feeling particularly lonely, especially now 
considering the COVID-19 pandemic and gathering of 
information about what we can do to improve the Jewish 
education and services we may offer in the future.  

There is an inter-generational aspect here in that the  
older adult participants would be encouraged to share 
their experiences, wisdom, and perspectives specifically 
with the younger children – each, due to the pandemic, 
may be experiencing a significant reduction in such          
encounters over the past couple of years.  

If successful, this entire system (a mailing, web-based 
service, and educational programing) would be a               
recurring system of community stewardship as well as a 
source of invaluable information for community leaders 
and the other Jewish organizations in the region.  

Project costs are expected to be approximately $6,500 
for creation of a web-based service, a paper mailing     
campaign along with honorarium and advertising. 

For more information to support this project, or any 
other Kesher Israel program, please contact Ari          
Huberman at (717) 343-6627 or via email at                    
arihuberman@gmail.com. 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING! 
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Women of Vision members and donors support 
and empower Jewish women and children to 
weather challenging times in their lives. WOV 
provides an outstretched hand of hope and   
comfort when it is needed.   

Please assist Women of 
Vision and help Jewish 
women and families to 
survive and thrive! Now 
more than ever, women 
and their families need 
our support! 

Many COVID financial support initiatives are      
expiring - leading to persistent challenges among 
women and their families - many who may            
already have been struggling to get by. You can 
help them through their long-term and ongoing 
unique challenges. Let’s show them they can 
count on us during challenging times. 

For more information on supporting the Women 
of Vision’s mission, please contact Michele at the 
Jewish Community Foundation at 717-409-8220  
or email at michele@pajewishendowment.org. 

Kol Central PA has proven to be vital in keeping 
our Jewish community connected. Thanks to the 
dedicated efforts of the editor, Katherine Baker, 
as supported by Adam Grobman on behalf of the 
Federation, and Jerry Morrison, heading the 
Editorial Committee, the transition from Ed 
Beck’s 22-year leadership of Kol Central PA to 
the Federation has been successfully completed.   

JCF is honored to hold the fund that provides the 
sole financial support for staff and expenses for 
this signature Jewish publication of our region.  
Our intent is to raise gifts from generous          
supporters like you, so the total gifts received 
will cover the expenses of the first five years of 
publication. While simultaneously continuing to 
grow the principal so that by the end of the five 
year period, we can fully fund Kol Central PA 
from a percent of the Fund.  
Help us to stay connected, one to another, 
through our community’s one and only digital 
publication – Kol Central PA! For additional          
information, contact Paulette at 904-307-2413 
see our website a pajewishendowment.org. 

Make year-end gifts to support Israel by joining the 
Foundation Israel Bond Pool.  Your gifts of $500 or more 
will be pooled with others until we have accumulated 
$25,000. Then JCF will purchase a $25,000 Israel Bond. 
You will have the option to choose the ultimate Jewish 
endowment fund as beneficiary of the  periodic earnings 
and the balance at the bond’s maturity.  

Create your legacy with Israel Bonds. Add the income 
and balance at maturity to a JCF endowment and          
support  a cause that is meaningful to you. Or add them 
to your Donor Advised Fund and make charitable gifts to 
support what you care about when the time is right for 
you. To discuss joining the JCF Israel Bond Pooled Fund, 
please contact Paulette Keifer at paulette.keifer 
@pajewishendowment.org or call 904-307-2413. 

Kesher Israel  has purchased a new building and is in the 

middle of renovations - the plans are beautiful.  Please 

consider a gift to support the new KI spiritual home when 

making your year-end charitable gifts. For information 

email Dan Grabenstein at dangrab1@ verizon.net. 

Penn State University is experiencing a fantastic                 

renaissance of Jewish life on campus. Part of this growth 

is thanks to strong partnerships with the University and 

support for our Jewish student community. The key to 

strengthening the Jewish future is helping students to 

explore their Jewish identity. During college, a time when 

every aspect of identity is challenged, Penn State Hillel 

creates a safe space to question, converse, and expand 

the mind. This education is the root of Jewish identity. 

The Bernard and Nancy Gutterman Center for Jewish Life, 

will open for Spring semester 2022.  

The new building will encourage the continued growth of 

a vibrant, varied and cohesive Jewish community. Our 

focus now shifts to turning our new house into a Jewish 

home for our students with a goal of $15 million to            

ensure a robust Jewish experience for future Nittany         

Lions. By supporting our campaign, you enable Penn 

State Hillel to build a sustainable future. Our Journey to 

Excellence Campaign offers a  variety of ways to leave a 

legacy at Penn State Hillel.  

For more information, contact Aaron Kaufman, Executive 

Director Penn State Hillel at 814.359.6071 or email  

akaufman@pennstatehillel.org. 
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Leave a Legacy or support beloved causes now!  

Make IRA Charitable Rollover Gifts for Tax Smart Gifting. 

Use Your Traditional IRA to Make Your           

Year End Charitable Gifting 

 The IRA Charitable Rollover (Qualified Charitable 

Distribution) is an excellent opportunity to make a gift 

during your lifetime from an asset that would otherwise 

be subject to multiple levels of taxation if it remained in 

your taxable estate.  

To qualify 

 You must be age 70½ or older at the time of gift. 

 Transfers must be made directly from a traditional IRA 
account by your IRA administrator directly to the  
charity of your choice. Funds that are withdrawn by 
you and then contributed DO NOT qualify. Gifts from 
401k, 403b, SEP and other plans DO NOT qualify. 

Gifts must be outright. Distributions to donor advised 
funds or life income arrangements such as charitable    
remainder/lead trusts and charitable gift annuities DO 
NOT qualify. Gifts to endowments DO! 

Benefits — qualified charitable distributions (QCD) 

 Can total up to $100,000. 

 Are not included in your gross income for federal    
income tax purposes on your IRS Form 1040 (no          
charitable deduction is available, however). 

 Donation counts towards your required minimum          
distribution RMD for the year from your IRA. 

From what accounts can I make transfers? Transfers 
must come from your IRA directly to the qualified charity. 
If you have other retirement assets you must first roll 
those funds into an IRA, and then you can direct the IRA 
administrator to transfer the funds from the IRA. 

To what charities can I make gifts? Any tax exempt 
organizations classified as 501(c)(3) public charities, which 
includes the Jewish Community Foundation of Central PA, 
to which  deductible contributions can be made. 

Can my spouse also make a separate IRA Charitable 
Rollover, even if we are married and file jointly? Yes, 
every individual can use the IRA Charitable Rollover for up 
to $100,000 each year. 

What are the tax implications to me? Federal — You 
do not recognize the transfer to the charity as income, 
provided it is transferred from the IRA administrator   
directly to a qualified charity; therefore, you are not    
entitled to an income tax charitable deduction for your 
gift. State — Each state has different laws, so you will 
need to consult with your own advisors.  

Does this transfer qualify as my required minimum 
distribution (RMD)? Once you reach age 72, you are 
required to take a minimum distribution from your           
retirement plan each year according to a federal formula. 
If you do an IRA Charitable Rollover, it counts towards 
your RMD from the IRA for the year. 

How do I know if an IRA Charitable Rollover is right 
for me? You are at least age 70 1/2, and:  

 You do not need the additional income from your 
minimum required distribution (RMD), OR 

 Your charitable gifts already equal your adjusted 
gross income, so you do not benefit from an income 
tax charitable deduction for additional gifts, OR 

 You do not itemize deductions, OR 

 You are subject to income phase-outs on your income 
tax deductions. 

Can I donate to or create an Endowment Fund with 
my IRA Charitable Rollover? Yes, you can create your 
legacy too. Call Paulette Keifer at 904-307-2413 and to 
help you do what is meaningful to you to support causes 
you care about—now and for the future! 

What is the procedure to execute an IRA Charitable 
Rollover? Contact your plan provider to initiate a            
rollover. Be sure they have the correct contact for the 
charity. Be sure they DO NOT send the money to you and 
DO send it directly to the charity. Make sure that you 
contact the charity when you direct the rollover so they 
can look for the check from your IRA plan administrator. 

 

When in doubt—please contact the Jewish 
Community Foundation to assist you with all 
your charitable giving and legacy planning. 

The Jewish Community Foundation of Central Pennsylvania is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advisory services.                                       

Individuals should obtain the services of an attorney, CPA or other trusted financial advisor. 

 

 



 

 

MAKE YOUR YEAR END GIFTING NOW -  

Leave a Legacy or support your beloved causes now! 

INCREASE YOUR CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION                                 
—AND YOUR TAX DEDUCTION—WITH ONE SIMPLE STRATEGY. 

Make your charitable giving have more impact by donating long-term  appreciated 

securities, including stock, bonds, and mutual funds directly to your charity.      

Compared with donating cash, or selling your appreciated securities and               

contributing the after-tax proceeds, you may be able to automatically increase 

your gift and your tax deduction. 

HERE’S HOW IT WORKS…When you donate stock to charity, you’ll generally 

take a tax deduction for the full fair market value. Because you are donating 

stock, your contribution and tax deduction may instantly increase. The same   

benefits apply when you donate bonds or mutual funds.  

Consider your            
long-term publicly 
traded stock for a 

charitable donation 
or ask your advisor 
about the best asset 

to contribute. 

YOU CAN GIVE A LARGER GIFT & GET A LARGER DEDUCTION 

As the story has been told for generations, during 
ancient times in Israel a mighty oppressor 
attacked Jerusalem, desecrated the sacred           
Temple, and ordered Jews to observe Greek            
rituals and abandon Torah.   

A courageous group of men and women who 
would not abandon their beliefs rebelled and           
miraculously, were victorious. They held fast to 
their Jewish identity.   

These ancestors fought for our right to kindle    
Hanukkah lights that brighten our homes and 
warm our hearts.  Protecting our heritage, rituals, 
and traditions is the true victory and miracle of 
Hanukkah.     

This Hanukkah while you shop for gifts for loved 
ones, while your children and grandchildren laugh 
playing spin the dreidle, when you sit down              
together to enjoy a bountiful table eating latkes 
and sufganiot, exchanging Hanukkah geld, recall 
the dedication and courage of the Maccabees. 

What a better time than Hanukkah when we are 
looking into the eyes of those we love and 
………….. 

REWARDING RESULTS… Donors, like you, may be able to lower your tax exposure and make larger contributions 

to charities than you may have been able to if you sold the shares and donated the proceeds. 

The Jewish Community Foundation of Central Pennsylvania is not engaged in rendering legal or tax advisory services.                                       

Individuals should obtain the services of an attorney, CPA or other trusted financial advisor. 

HANUKKAH: Simple flames, an enduring meaning 

thanking G-d, to consider how we too might ensure a 
bright Jewish future for the generations to come.  How 
do we ensure that they will enjoy the inspiring glow of 
flickering candles in a family heirloom Hanukkiah?   

Create Your Jewish Legacy with a bequest in your will, 
trust, life insurance policy, IRA, retirement fund, or with 
other estate assets - and ensure a bright future for the 
Jewish community.   

The Jewish Community Foundation is here to help you 
structure a Jewish Legacy plan that is meaningful to you 
and to assist you in documenting your intent.   

For additional information or a confidential consultation 
please call Paulette Keifer, Executive Director, 904-394-
0720.  Consult your professional advisor before making 
any financial decisions.   

Create Your Jewish Legacy and turn a warm glow                 
into an eternal flame.  

Happy Thanksgiving and Happy Hanukkah!                              
Best wishes to you and yours for a year filled with 

abundance, blessings, peace, and                                           
much for which to give thanks. 

 



 

 

Choose from these and other Foundation Sponsored Funds. Or create a fund to help people in a way that is                  
meaningful to you. Please make your gift now when your help is so needed. Online at 

www.pajewishendowment.org/donate or contact us to  discuss these and other gifting opportunities.  
 

Paulette Keifer (904) 307-2413 or paulette.keifer@pajewishendowment.org 

Billie Jo Lake (717) 779-6568 or billiejo@pajewishendowment.org 

Rebecca Robinson (484) 269-6732 or Rebecca@pajewishendowment.org 

Michele Wickwire (717) 649-3465 or Michele@pajewishendowment.org 
 

Mail Gifts to: Jewish Community Foundation of Central PA – 3211 N. Front St., Harrisburg, PA 17110 

Please include the Jewish Community in your Legacy plan with a gift through your will, trust, retirement account or                         
life insurance policy. Contact Paulette Keifer to discuss how the Jewish Community Foundation can help you in developing             

a personal Legacy plan that is right for you and your family.  

Your gifts to our COVID relief funds helped our people through                 
myriad challenges due to COVID 19!  Thank you!  

 These extraordinary times have been trying for us all, and even more so for people who faced enormous 
hardship.  

 Historically, we as Jews have pulled together to offer aid to our Jewish friends, neighbors and community. 
 Thanks to your gifts we secured matching funds and provided grants that helped our people with 

food, living, and medical expenses and so much more. 
 Foundation is working to build Emergent Needs resources to continue this help now - and to plan for            

future emergent needs. 
 Please join us now to build resources that offer hope and comfort and ensure life with dignity for every Jew.  
 Make your gift now - in any amount. 
 Create an Emergent Needs Fund in your name that will offer hope and comfort to our people in need when 

it is needed the most!  

Emergent Needs Fund 

100% of your gifts during the COVID 19 are being 
used to support our people in the Jewish               
community of Central PA in need of critical            
financial assistance.  An Emergent Needs          
Endowment will support future emergent needs.  

Legacy Program Fund 

Your gift will keep year six of our 
community wide legacy program on 
track to build the critical financial 
resources that support our Jewish 
community. Legacy gifts give us 
hope that we can sustain our Jewish 
future. Gifts already received are 
benefiting our people now. We can 
say yes to a legacy gift even if we 
cannot say yes to cash gifts now. 

Philanthropy Fund of the JCF 

Our beloved synagogues and Jewish          
agencies are keeping us connected through 
creative  virtual community programs. Even 
without face to face events they have many 
needs. They do not have enough IPads for 
our seniors and youth who are left with no 
way to connect. Food is essential and 
brightens lives and holidays. Free yahrzeit 
candles help too.  And so much more…   

Never Again Holocaust              
Education Fund 

Your gift will support Holocaust 
education, curriculum resources for 
teachers and additional educational 
initiatives - to teach lessons of the 
Holocaust that will help prevent 
anti-Semitism, bigotry and hate 
behaviors. 

Free Loan Fund 

This fund provides interest free loans to families who have 
exhausted other sources of financial assistance. Recipients 
will not be obligated to repay the loan. However, they will 
be asked to pay it forward by making gifts to the Free Loan 
Fund when they are able, in amounts within their capacity, 
to help replenish the fund so it will be there for others who 
need it.   

Other Foundation Community Support Program Funds  

Give our people a reason to trust that you and our Jewish community 
will always be here for them through life's challenges.  
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